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To The Sentinel:

My name is Joe Britton, I am
a full-time employee of Keene
State College. I also own my OWI
greenhouse business.

1 produce annual and peren-
nial bedding plants, hanging bas-
kets, and produce for wholesale
and the Keene Farmers Market.

Just a few days ago 1 attend-
ed a follow-up meefing to the
Farm and Community Connec-
tion.

Through both of these meet-
ings, as well as attending the

products. Also, as a part of the
meetings, the overall interest in
2 local foods co-0p has arisen.
Even though 2 Tocal co-0p is
not a new idea for Keene, the re-
cent interests that have been

munity connection
were absolutely blown away by
the fact that I have been har-
vesting cool-temperature-grown
salad mixes and greens Since
January. o2

have encountered distribution
problems, not due to lack of con-
sumer interest, put mainly to
distribution.

Off:season _ production and
istribution of My produce also
conflicts with my plant produc-
tion schedule.

This is wherein My personal
interests in a co-0p are. Honest-
ly, I am much like any other
agriculturalist. The more product
that I think I can sell, the more 1
will produce. So, 1 feel that one
of the best ways t0 support local
agriculture would be to support 2
loeal co-0p- :

1 feel that now is the time t0
ask Keene and the Jocal commu-
nities who would be willing to

, but how are we going
to truly support 17 This idea of @ -
co-op needs persons at city meet-
ings. It needs support from pro-
ducers and consumers.

Finally, it is going to need 2
home.

That is all that 1 have to say-
Just keep your ears and eyes
open. Attend the Keene Farmers
Market (started May 3)-

it \ﬁﬂl be there Safturdays. Ask
me about contact infe r ways to
get involved: Tﬁﬁ g%gu for your
interest.
JOE BRITTON
95 Elms Road
Westmoreland
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